
9th GRADE SOCIAL 
STUDIES

WORLD GEOGRAPHY



Social Studies Requirements

• 10th Grade – World History 

• CP, Honors, AP

• 11th Grade – U.S. History

• CP, Honors, AP

• 12th Grade – Political System and Economics

• CP, Honors, AP

• Required Testing – Milestones (U.S. History, Economics) 
Gateway (U.S. History)



Social Studies Electives

• World Geography

• AP Human Geography

• Psychology and Sociology

• Law and Contemporary Issues

• AP European History



WORLD 

GEOGRAPHY

• While this is not a required course for graduation, we 

recommend all 9th graders take the course.

• Geography is an academic elective that counts towards 

HOPE scholarship and GPA

• Geography will prepare students to be successful on future 

Milestones, Gateway tests and help bridge the gap between 

Middle School Social Studies and World History



Levels of  World Geography

• College Prep

• Honors

• Advanced Placement Human 

Geography



COLLEGE PREP

• Examines the aspects of  human and physical geography, 

region by region around the world.

• Class is typically teacher-driven lessons focused on 

knowledge acquisition through discussion, graphic 

organizers, document analysis, projects, and some lecture.  

• Reading and writing in the content area is a major focus to 

prepare students for 10th grade World History.



HONORS

• The curriculum is focused on preparing students to think 

critically through inquiry and to analyze world events in 

order to make global connections.

• Enrichment activities such as working cooperatively, 

research projects, and analyzing document based questions 

are completed regularly throughout the semester.  



CP vs. Honors

•Ability to read on or above 

grade level and think critically, 

as well as write an extended 

response would be criteria to 

separate CP from Honors.



Preparation for World History

• “ I feel like I have a better understanding of  culture and 

where countries are.  Also, World Geography has helped me 

prepare for the writing part of  the Gateway”  

• “I highly recommend Geography for World History.  Once 

the history goes more in depth on topics, Geography 

fundamentals will be very useful”.    



Current Geography students

• “World Geography is definitely a class any rising freshman 

should take.  If  you don’t take it, there will be a two year gap 

between learning about the world and taking World 

History”.

• “This class has been so much fun.  I’ve enjoyed doing 

activities and learning about places all over the world.  I 

think it’s great for my future”.



AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

• First and foremost AP is a commitment.

• It is the study of  people’s impact on the globe through 

multiple perspectives.

• Many forms of  critical thinking are used throughout the 

course such as: interpreting and evaluating patterns and 

processes, characterizing movements, and analyzing 

interconnections. 

• Students are expected to present, discuss, debate, and write 

free-response essays



AP STUDENT QUOTES

• Former Jones Middle School students

• “Even though it was hard, this class has been a great 

experience. I’ve learned things that’ll help me in later 

high school classes, college, and most importantly, 

life. I would greatly recommend it to rising 8th

graders, but you have to study!”



AP STUDENT QUOTES

• “I feel this class has been a great experience that has 

taught me many great things. I have learned how to 

be a better test taker and that will not only have a 

positive effect in future social studies classes but 

other classes as well. I recommend this class to 

anyone who’s ready for great challenges.”



AP STUDENT QUOTES

• Former Osborne Middle School Students

• “I would most definitely recommend this class to rising 8th

graders. I feel this class has helped me prepare for future AP 

classes and has provided me with a rigorous course that will 

help me succeed in the future. The class helps you in other 

classes too by giving you higher level questions so other 

classes feel easy.”



AP STUDENT QUOTES

• “I have to say this course has been immensely 

beneficial to the way I see academics. The work ethic, 

note taking, and everything in between have made 

me a savvier student. This class is great if  you want a 

good start in high school. If  you work hard, you can 

achieve numerous things.”


